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Turk or Arab except as productive of order, stable finance and
equity in the courts, essential for their commerce. There were
few professional men, such as doctors, lawyers, teachers and
civil officials, who formed the backbone of the Movement across
the desert. Nevertheless, from them and from the Arab Army
officers came the leaven of pre-war Nationalism in Iraq.
Trained for the most part in the professional and technical
schools of Constantinople, they had been touched by the
Western political theories permeating the capital. They had
been in contact with separatists from Syria and from other
parts of the Empire. The Arab officers of the army, in particu-
lar, as members of the only numerous and organized class in the
Empire which received a systematic Western training and which,
therefore, was exposed to Western thought, assumed important
roles in the Movement.
Not merely the policy of crushing Arab feeling and sentiment
and of turning Arabs into good Turks aroused the 'Iraqis.
The secularizing policy and the irreligiousness of the Young
Turks had offended many religious dignitaries who wielded
great power and influence. The Naqib of Baghdad, Saiyid
'Abdur Rahman al-Gailam, for instance, found little to com-
mand his respect or obedience in the new regime. Although he
himself habitually refrained from political activities, his son,
Saiyid Mahmud al-Gailam, described as an Arab of the Arabs
and knowing no Turkish, took a prominent part in the
opposition to the C.U.P.
In spite of the discontent in elraq, rife and acute as it was,
little trace appeared on the surface before late 1910. The
measures employed by the G.U.P. to stamp out disaffection
were too vigorous and too harsh for opposition to show itself
openly. In the Chamber of Deputies, however, from the midst
of the group of Arab Deputies, to which all the 'Iraqi members,
except Ismail Haqqi Beg Baban the Kurd, had attached
themselves, 'Iraqi feeling was publicly voiced.
Underground, however, the Movement had taken on form
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